MEMORANDUM 





THE WHITE HOUSE 



WAtaiHOTOH 



August 29, 1968 



MEMORANDUM FCR WALT ROSTOW 

GEcjUcit: CHRISTIAN 
NAT DAVIS 



SUBJECT: Czechoslovakia -- An American Intelligence Failure? 

We all recall newspaper stories of last week suggesting a possiblc- 
"intelligencf failure'' on the part of U.S. intelligence concerning 
the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia. The September 2 iasue of 
U.S. News raises the subject again (copy attached). 

While the events in Chicago this week have eclipsed this particular 
question, we might well anticipate some returning Congressmen 
will raise the issue next w.-ek or shortly thereafter -- perhaps even 
calling for a congressional investigation. 

I suggest we ask Stale and Defense, perhaps CIA ■ '. ' , '■■ -ubmit 

press guidance on how to hai- !S- u'Stions on this general subject -- 
and, after reviewing that gu; ■ , we agree on what constitutes the 
best public posture on this issue. 




Lou Schwartz 



O. K. 



See me 



MARCH flf THE NEWS< 
FRONT PAGE ONWE WEEK. 




War Teitmp Steps Up 



SA/GOJV-Tlie relative lull in the Viet- 
nam war ended in mid-August. Scattered 
fighting broloe out all over the countn^ 
Saigon came under rocket atladc tor the 
first time since June 21. 

Did the flarc-up herald tlie kjng- 
•wait«d "third oSensive" by Hanoi and, 
the Viet Cong? Cen. Creighlon ■"' 
raoM, co«nmander of AnjjSJMrtliorces in 
South Victiwro, jpit-^ord to President 
Johnion ^it-tMftoresaw "heavy fighting" 
in t b »'»» Cal a ahead. 

. ., T_- , .« 1- ~" 



»4<iiiiia>«l^ 69. Two of the rockets blew, 
awuy p.-irnofthe corrugated-tin, 

the Kirl^ iir^ nHH^ilding.^^ 

Xlu- i. :).-Ml><«'3cvclop througli- 

out the coui;LMr6nAuSli^^^ in 
smaU,jM;tIom involving Comhmnist units 
nging in size from a squad to^vjefii- 
mcnt of perhaps 500 men. U. S. otRcHlj 
fomid no discernible pattern to the at- 
tacks. 

The initial break in the lull developed 
at Tay Ninh, a prDvincial capital near 

mi!A« I.... -S- 



COPY? ^ TBRAP 



unit w.iikcd inlo a Irap. Thp-wttlt passe<i 
between two outpojlftJitbe U. S. 2.5th 
Infantry DWfiintifOncc past, the enemy 
wasaU«rftM from the rear and pounded 
artillery. Nearly all were killed. 
For a week, there were scattered mis- 
sile attacks from the Demilitarized Zone 
(n drv\i within the Mekong Delta far 
to llie .South. 

Action then shifted to the north, with 
Communist attacks includinK an assault 
on Au(;iist 21 against Da Nang. South 
V|ictnam's second-largest city. A banage 
oT-a^otkels fell into the U.S. Marine 
and AirSiQrce base. 

Tlie ratio^l>£,enemy killed>WvilllWta(Mt 

. . » : '^-ij „_:: 



Russian Invasion^a ''Failure'' of U. S. Intelligence? 



WASmSCTOS-ln the wake of the 
Russian invasion of Czechoslovakia, the 
view widely held here is th.it official 
WashinKton-iiicliuIw n: tin- \S'liitc House 
—was caught llatfoo' I 

Congress, when r ■ "'nes, is cer- 
tain to hear calls fi> \ estigatioa of 
another "intelligence iailui c." 

In any such investigation, these are 
major points likely to be advanced- 

• Resident Johnson first learned that 
the invasion was under way from Rus- 
sian Ambassador Anatoly Dobrynin— not 
from U. S. mtclliscnce sources. 

• Less than a week before the inva- 
sion, high U. S. officials were expressing 
convictions in pnvate that Russia would 
not use armed force in the crisis. 

• When the mvasion came on August 
20 (EDT), a State Department official 
admitted. "We were suq>rised." 

• Intelligence reports seemed to 
Stress Russia capahitiitj to invade 
Czechoslovakia, but missed out on Rus- 
sia's infcnf to do so. 

Adminisfrotion view. Aaswering the 
cntKLsms, Administration spoke.men 
claim that intelligence teams ucre "pret- 
ty sharp in calling the shots " 

They say the White House was 
warned at least a week before the inva- 
sion that Russia and its allies-in btwder 
maneuvers-were setting up the machin- 
ery to support an invasion. 

And, on the very day of the invasion, 
these sotuccs say, the possibility of a 
Russian amied move was brought up at 
a White House luncheon attended by 
tliC President. Secretarv of State Dean 
Rusk and S. '.M tary ot Defense Clark 
CliUord. This account was given: 

They Hit cu w ed not only the possibil- 



ity but even the probability there might 
be an invasion. TIte consensus was there 
might be a move against the Czechs." 

Fenlagon eoneern. Some U. S. mili- 
tary loaders were described as "almost 
alarmed" that the invasion was pulled 
oil with what they saw as tight sectirity. 
Said one source: 

"They did this right under our noses. 
We were watching. The Czech crisis 
was on us— high priority. But W6 mjssed 
the movement." 

Emphasized by the military is this 
fact: Armies of five countries were in- 
volved, but there was no breach of secu- 
rity or secrecy. 

Particular surprise was achieved iii 
the air movement of men and material 
from Russia by between 120 and 150 
flights. Electronic spy devices told U. S. 
inteUigenoe when each plane took off. 



Rut radio silence and ev.xsive fiiRht pal- 
terns hid arty indication of where the 
planes were Roing. 

The camouflage, flow Russia was 
:ible lo conceal the invasion was de- 
scribed in these terms— 

Strategically, the intent to mvade was 
hidden by "leconcili.ilion" talks that 
seemed to make invasion unnecessary 

Tactically, preparations were clouded 
by maneuvers along the Czech border 

But, however the surjinse was 
achieved, a great many officials shared 
the view expressed bv Represenlaiive 
William E. Minsh.ill (Rep.), uf Ohio- 

"Amencan sccunty is gravely threat- 
ened if we arc to contuiue to be vulner- 
able :o surprise moves by the Commu- 
nists such as we have just witnessed." 

(The Kremlin leaders, p. 12; Czech 
critii: a new threat to peace? p. 23) 



SOVIET INVADERS in Progue. In Washington, concern is being expressed over 

an apparent lapse by U. S. intelligence agencies in detecting Russia's intentions, 
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